& LETTEEMS 


From a Stranger to a Miniſter, clearly ſhewing by the Unerring 
Light of Nature and Scripture, not only what Sin is, and has done to Angels and Men, 
and why the one cannot, and how and by whom thy other is delivered therefrom, and what is 
expetted from "em thereupon, and what return has been made for the ſame : But how 


Antichriſtianiſm, by the Brightneſs of our Lords Coming, ſeems to be dwindli 


into 


nothing ; mauger all oppoſition, of cunning ſelfiſh Mew. And that the Great Revolution 
( ſo much in Expettation, and ſo aſſured to us by Divine Revelation) i near approaching ; 
and what preceeds it, and will attend it, and how all are concern'd in it; and what they, 
but the Clergy eſpecially, are to do in order thereunto, to qualify and fit themſelves for it. 


The Secrets of the Lord are with them that fear him. 


HARIT Y yon know obliges me (tho' 

a Stranger ro you) ro think well of you, 

and conſequently ro believe rhe Character 

that goes of your Ingenuiry and Integrity, 

to be true ; which if ir be, the enſuing 
Queries, Hints, and Remarks, are the ficreſt for you, 
and the likelyeſt ro ſerve you, and by you, others roo ; 
for which end they were pen'd, and defigi*d tor you, 
by one who believes rha: God A'mighty, infin:rely 
Wile, Holy, Juſt, and Good ; is ever ro be feared, 
and revered, loved, and obeyed, praiſco, ant pleated, 
worſhiped, and ſerved, according ro his own Vil, 
declared in bis own revealed Word ; fo Sacred, that 
nothing ought to be added ro it, aitcred in ir, or dl- 
miminiſhed from ir ; ard who is affured, rhar whar- 
ever is therein conrain'd, nor yer fulfils, ſhall ar rhe 
time appointed, be accompliſhed, 

And from thence I cor. ude, that the Holy Catho- 
lick Church (how much foever neg!-:<&tcd, flighred anc 
deſpiſed) ſhall then be viſited, intpired, anu exairec, 

s promiſed ; and all her Enemes ( how violent, vir- 
ulent, numercus, and m.ſchievous ſo ever tney be) 
ſtall rhen be ſuppreſs d, {ubdued, and difpersd, as 
hreatned, and that the Dead ſhall be raiſed and judged, 
and rhisW orld diffulved and changed, into another inft- 
itely bercer,as Prophecyed; wherein all Angelical Men 


with their Arch-Angelical King, ſhall for ever Live 
and Reign ; pcflctiing the Places, and irjoying rhe 
Priviledges, of all rhuſs Angels who rurn'd Devils : 
And tha: the Wicked {hall be rturn'd into Hell, rhere 
£5 remain for ever in unquenchable Fire, reaping there, 
with Terror, what they ſowed here wirh hes in 
heir own mixt corrupt Nature, ſunk then thro” the 
inequality of irs Mixture, into its own proper Center 
of Darknels, Wrath, and Anger ; where every Sin of - 
every Sinner, is the very Fuel of that dreadful Fire; 
the mote Sin therefore Angels and Men bring thither, 
he granny they make it, and the fiercer they find ir. 
ow if all this be thus, my firſt Query is, Whewer 
Sin 15 not infinitely viler chan the vileſt thing in Na- 
ture 2 Wherberic makes nor every Sinner a meer 
Monſter, like NebuchadnezFar his Figure > Or is any 
thing more defi'ing, deforming, provoking and de- 
ftroying, affl.Cting and rormenring than Sin 2 And is 
not Sin to, becaule it it the Tranſgrefſion of the Law ? 
The holy and perfect Law of Lib:rcy, that God of 
his infimce Mercy hs from Ecernity, fixt as a univer- 
ial Bourdary berween Litc and Death, Love ard 
Wrath, to ſecure every intellectual Creature in the 
cone, and ont of rhe other 2 Is nor then the Wages of 
Sin Death, and thc Effects thereof Wrath 2 And can 
any thing be worſe than theſe 2 Qpg could the Ange! 
do worle, than Tranſgreis ſuch a Law as this > For 
did ir nor turn their Angelick Forms into Diabolick 
Worms 2 


Worms ? And caft them down like Lightning from 
Heaven, into Hell all of a ſudden-2-There to- remain, 
and never ro return any more again ro Heaven. 

Now neither this, nor any thing elf, rhar follows, 
will ſuprize us, or ſeem ſtrange ro us, if we with 
Spirirval Eyes ( like thoſe of the Apoſtles) view the 
Abils, that infinitely vaſt, endlefs and boundlels 
Space, that lyes ſo apparent to Senſe, that from thence 
ariſes the perceivance,yea aſſurance of irs Exiſtence, and 
rake notice that nothing is rhere, but God in his D:- 
vine N:rture, in his Abiflal Will and Defire, ever every- 
where Infinitely, Gloriouſly, Harmoniouſly, Joyuully, 
and UnchangeablyExiſting from Everlaſting ; long be- 
icre the Exiltence of any other Beirg. Bur when ut 
p.caled him ro will his own Manifeſtaticn, he by his 
Abiflal Eflential Will, will'd or ſpake the Angelick 
Heavens and all the Angels therein, into Being ; our 
of the infinite various powers and properrtics of his 
Abiflal Defire, all which acccrdirg ro the fixt predo- 
minancy of every quality, rendred them. in figure, 
nature, and remper, diſtin and different from each 
other, as Men, the Stars, and every thing here are. 

Now becauſe they all proceeded from him, and 
were © Live, Move, and have their being in him, he 
(tha! chey might ever {o remain) will'd them ro will 
into bis Will alone, and ever abide therein ; which 
had they done, they had never known Sin, nor faln 
from Heaven, into the Condition they are in ; and rhar 
in every thing they might fally anſwer the good Will 
and Pleaſure of their Crearor, he created them like 
himſelf, in Number, Weight, and Meaſure, that all 
their Powers ( like his )-might ever move regularly 
and in order, mildly and meekly, harmoniouſly and 
{weetly, joyoully and pleaſantly, graciouſly and glori- 
onſly like the Deiry ; as it was their Interett and Duty, 
their Wiſdom and Diſcretion ro do ; and to enable 
them rthereunto, he communicared ro them his Grace, 
rhar was ſufficient for thar purpoſe, And did nor 
God Almighty in conformi:y ro his own Bleſſed Tri- 
rity, make a Threefo'd Angelick Hierarchy 2 And 
ailigned ro each of them a diftin&t Kingdom of there 
own ; and was nor that of theirs, who are faln, as 
extenſive as the whole viſible Creation ? 

If Angels in Scripture be tiled Flames of Fire ? And 
if that Fire have a Center? And if that Center con- 
fiſts in Darkneſs, Wrath and Anger ? And if their 
ſtandirg in Heaven, was upon their good Behaviour ? 
Were they nor in danger of falling into thar dreadful 
Cerrter, and of remaining therein for ever, when ever 
their Flames cf Fire, thro' their diſcrder ſhould be 
civided afſunder ? And what bur Sin, Self-clevarion, 
the Tranſgrefſion of the Law of their Creation, could 
bring ſuch a divifion upon them ? And was not thar 
very Law (in Mercy to them) ergraven on their 
very Confſticution to Prevent the amd? And yer was 


there nor, fcr all thar, a whole Hierarchy ( related 


- 
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moſtly ro rhe Second Perſon of the Holy Trinity) 
whoſe Flames of Fire ( for rhat reaſon) ſhone with a 
greater Splendor, than eirher of the rwo other, mo- 
ved with the Luſtre of that Splendor, ro Aſpire, ro 
Domimeer, and Inſulr over God, and Narure, and 
every Creature ? And did rhey nor all, for rhe carrying 
on this their Dehgn, concur together tro move the 
Brisker, ro look the Greater, ſhine the Brighrer, and 
aſpire rhe Higher, 

And did not this their mental irregularity and dif- 
order, fer on Fire the whole Sphere and- Courſe of 
their Nature ? And fo divided their Flames of Fire a- 
(under, and thereupon pur their whole Kingdom into 
confution and dilorder ; and fo all of a ſudden ſunk 
chem and ſent them into their own dark and diſmal 
Center, there to remain for ever. And what more re- 
ſembles rhele dark, fiery, fierce and unſavory Devils, 
than the Snuffs of Candles, when rhere Flames ſudden- 
ly Extinguiſhes ? 

Thus Sin has :nrned Angels into Devils, and there- 
by deprived them urrerly of all rheir Glory and Ex- 
celilency ; and involved them in Divine Comrtey, in 
ns nrmoſt Extremity, to all Erernity, without Reme- 
dy; Not for want of any Mercy in the Deity for 
rheir Recovery, bur for want of a Capaciry in them 
ro receive and improve the ſame ; ro which Capacity 
ſo wanting (conſiſting in Humility and Self-refignacion) 
they have an urrer averſion ; ſertring every thing ar 
defiance, that has the leaſt rendance rowards their 
Deliverance, if it any way favour of Repenrance, 
Faith and Obedience ; To all which they have an ur- 
rer abhorrence, chuſing and reſolving Eternally ro pe- 
riſh in Wrath and Anguiſh, rather then quir, deny and 
looſe their own ſelfith, helliſh, and devilliſh Wills, Lufts 
and Lives. And is not this the only caule rhar renders 
all Endeavours and all gracivus Offers, for their Con- 
verſion and Salvation of no uſe. 

Now when theſe Argels by their thus falling from 
Heaycn, bad ſpoil'd their whole Angellick World, and 
were for their ſpoiling ir, Erernally teperared from ir 
( no more ro diſturb ir) and juſtly driven que rhro' ir, 
into the very Center and Bortom of it; and their 
Chained, Cecntined and Reſerved for further Puniſh- 
ment and Expoſemenr, at the Great Day of Judgmeanr. 
V Vas nort then this viſible World of ours, Created our 
of all rhe ſpoiled Powers, cf that inviſible World of 
theirs 2 And wete they not thereupon Heal'd > And 
how, was it not by that New Light, which the firſt 
Day of the Creation God willd into Being > And 
which thereupon ſprung up in every thing to their 
healing joy and farisfaCtion ; and did nor this, as a D:- 
vine Blefling, ſo infuſe it ſelf inro them, as cauſed 
them to begin tro Move again ( tho' in a more ex:eriour 
and inferiour manner ) as they had done in their own 
Old V Vorld before it was ſpoil'd ; and did nor Paradiſe 
then every where here appear again in Figure ? And 

did 
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did not this continue thus, till Man by Sin ſpoil'd 
this new heal'd World again ? For did nor the Curle, 
that for this came upon it, make a vaſt Alteration in 
Ir, and fo rendered it leſs Paradifical, yet Habirable 
and Tolerable, yea and till Capable of Anſwering 
the great End, of propagating and ſupporzit.g Man- 
kind, for which it was deſigned ? 

And are nor theſe things, one way or other, hinted 
to us in Scriprure ? And yet plainer in Nature, bow 
chil'd, numb'd, ard ſpoil'd, are things here in Winrer ? 
And how revived, cured and heal'd in Summer ? And 
does not Faith, rhe Evidence of things nor ſeen, con- 
firm and explain the ſame ? And may we nor be con- 
vinced as much by ir, as by Sight ? For are we nor 
as ſure, rhar a Tree that grows and bears Frni-, has a 
Roor, tho' we never ſaw it, as we are of the Fruit we 
ſee growing on it ? Is not Believing then as convin- 
Cing as Seeing ? Why elſe is it written, That by Faith 
we underſtand, how the Worlds were fram:d 2 And it this 
way we know that great Secret 5; VVhy may we nor 
know by ir (all things bearing witnels to it) thar this 
VVorld was made out of one that was ſpoil'd ? And 
that it, ro that & as Deeds to VVords, more viſible, 
grois and palpable ; and thar the Angelical V Vorles 
are to this, as Thinking is ro Speaking, and is nor 
the {poil'd VVorld heal'd by Gods VVord ? And is 
not bis VVord his VVill? Ard his VVilling his 
Speaking ? And his Speaking his Creating ; and were 
nor all things Spoke into Being, out of his Abiflal 
VViſdom ? 

If thoſe Powers that compoſed an Angelick V Vorld, 
before 'rwas ſpoil'd, compole this when hea!l'd and 
made more groſs; may we nor well ſuppoſe, 
that this VVorld, ſo Originated, muſt have been 
when Creared, excellently well firred and furniſhed, 
qualified and accommodared, to receive and entertain 
another New Angelick Hierarchy of Men ? All then 
Ideally appearing in the Glaſs of hisV Viidom, as ari- 
ſing our of rhe very ſame Fountain, that rhe other fall'n 
Hierachy had done; the be ter to fit and quality 
rhem, ro poſſeſs rheir Places, enjoy their Privitecge, 
and to be rhcir Judges ; and was net Adam then de- 
ſigned for their Prince and Hcad ? And for that reaſon 
made in the Image of God, and endued with an 
Angelick Conſticution ; and was he nor made fingle 
alone, rar all his Off-ſpring ( then virtually in him ) 
mighr Angelically be generared gradually cur of him ? 
As afterwards they were to be regenerared our cf rhe 
Secord Adam ; upon whom ( for their ſakes ) all the 
Angelicallnels of the firſt Man came ; and who being 
Born of a Virgin, was intirely one like him. 

If thelmage and Likeneſs of God, be referred ro the 
things that are made, by his Hcly VVill and VVord ; 
( for by them he is manifeſted, and without them not 
to be underſtood ) muſt nor Adam, if made like them, 
be made like God in his own Divine Manifcſtation ? 
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So call'd ro diſtinguiſh ir from another of a different 
Nature, when all the Evil of this World and Hel!, 
was brought forth by his Wrath ( rhro' Sit ) into 
Manifeſtation. Allowing then this juſt and neceſſary 
Diftin&tion? muſt not Adam, in his Creation, be a 
moſt Excellent Divine Holy Man, in bis Body Spiri- 
rual, and in his Soul and Spirir, his Flame of Fire 
and Light, Angellical ; Cloathed with the Glory of 
God, and fed with his Word, that he Ear in all his 
Paradifick Fruit > And was there nor beſides thar, 
anocher ſorc of Fruir, carrying -a mixture of Good 
and Evil in ir ? And did nor that mixrure in part pro» 
ceed from Divine Wrath 2 And was ir not ( for thar 
reaſon ) Death for Adam to Eat thereof ? And was nor 
rhis the Cauſe,why in Mercy to b.m, it was furbidden 
him ? And norto try bim, as {ome imagine. 

And was not the Devil ( who bared Man, becauſe 
he was ro ſucceed him, in his Throne and Kingdon:) 
ſo ſenſible of this, that ( having nothing of his own 
worth offering him, wacrewich ro rempr him ) he 
made uſe of this mixr Being ro ruin him ? When he 
{er all irs Beautys and Glorics before him ( as he af- 
rerwards did before our Lord ) ro al ure, intice, and 
draw him by them, our of Heaven in:o them ; and 
was he noc {o (uccetstu! therein, as ſoon to raine and 
{tzpger him; and cauſe God to fay of him, it was not 
pord for him to br alone > And was not the Woman 
when raken our of him, firſt in the Tranſgreflion ? 
And upon his joyning with her rherein, did they nor 
withiraw from Heaven, and ir from them ? And 
cleaved to this World and it tro them ; and did they 
not thereupon become 1n their Bodics Bzattial, and in 
their Souls Diabolical ? And thus Sin defiled, defor- 
med and deftroyed them ; and fo became moſt vile 
and miſchievous, ro them an4 all their Otf-(pring. 

And whar would have become of them, it- God 
had not been Merciful ro chem ? Muſt they nor after a 
ſhort ard uncerrain  rime ſpent here in Sin, Va- 
nity and Vexarion, ſank thro' a Temporal Dearh into 
Erernal Wrath ? Bur God of his infinice Mercy, ro 
prevent this Severity, from falling thus heavily on 
him, and his Puſteri-”, was pleaſed ro give his oaly 
Begocren Sun, "0 become the Second Adam to every 
Man, that what we loft in rhe firſt, we way all End a- 
eain in him, ery? our unfeigned Repenrance, Fair 
and Obedience. 

Now tbat this was thas done, is moſt cercain, but 
how *twas done Stupendious and Aſtoniſhing, Infinite- 
ly bexond all Humane Comprehenſton, and impotitbie 
ro find our, withour a Divine Lighr, how all chis was 
wrovghr and brought abour ? How rhe Son of Ged 
could become rhe Son of Man, be Born of a Vugin, 
and Live and Dye wirthour Sin, and Riſe again ad 
nor ſee Corruption ? How and which way he rook {4- 
way Sin and touted Tranſgreſli mn ? And brought In- 
ro his own Perſon, our own Erecriait.ng Rightzouſnets 


in their ſtead and room > How he could be made of 
God, A'ifdom, Rightzoulrc/s, Sar fication and Redemp- 
tion, r0 every Man who receives bim, loves and ce): 
him 2 How he could overcome the World as he did ? 
Be in it, and not of it, bur infinitely above ir, ro do 
wharever he pleaſeth in ir, and wirh ir, and art laſt ro 
L:flolve and Charge ir. Again, who bur he could 
ave undergone the weight of Sin? And born up, 
ana overcome Death, Hell and Wrzth ? And deliver 
Men therefrum ; who bur he cov! ( by his Word ) 
raiſe rhe Dead, and judge and ſeperate the Good and 
Bad ; did ever Man Live, Act, and Speck like him ? 
Could Sin have been removed, and Tranſgreflion fi- 
niſh'd, the Devil vanquiſhed, Hell and this V Vorid 
ſubdued, and our Nature reftored and perfected, had 
not our Lord Lived, Suffered and Dyed, Revived and 
Aſcended as he did : And was ror his Living, Sufter- 
irg, Dying, Rifing and Aſcending into Heaven, fo 
far from giving any juſt occaſion of Offence ro either 
Few, Turk or Heathen, thar nothing ( coniidering rhe 
Nacure of Sin ) can more effeftually convince ther, 
of his being the Meſſiah, the Son of God and Man, 
the Promiſed Seed of the Woman, rhe Saviour of the 
World, the Second 4dam our Lord from Heaven. 

Thus every thing was done, that can be done for 
Mer, wirhoutchem, ro Sandtify and Save them by the 
Second Adam, in his own Perfon ; and is nor every 
thing doing, thar can be doing wichin them, ro make 
the ſame effeQtual ro them, that Chriſt may be formed 
in them, and they transformed by him into rhe Image, 
Lite and Glory thar God gave them, and deſigned 
them when he made them ? Whar elle is the meaning of 
the Grace of God thats within, nd comes wpin every Man, 
but to do all this for him? Does nor every thing within 
and withour Men, ſhew them rheir dire way ro Hea- 
ven, and whar they are ro du and forbear ro ger thi- 
ther? Wharis more neceſſary for the Body, then Eat- 
ing and Drinking, Sleeping and Breathing, Digeſting 
and Evacuating ? And what's more eaſy ro every In- 
fant Capacity? And are nor things alſo neceflary for the 
Soul as eaſy > Whar elſe would become of all Fools 
end Mad-men, Children and Heathen ? For are nor 
thev, as well as orbers his Off-ſpring, whom he loves, 
znd world have and ſave ? And are they nor in their 
inmoſt Faculties, ever ender the gracious inflaences of 
his Loving Kindneſs, Jadgment and Rigbreouſneſs ; 
wherewirh he ever Excrciſes al! the World, ro reduce 
all Men ( ar leaſt ) ro rheir Senſe of Feeling, thar 
they might feel afer him, ro ſeek and find him, and fo 
will into him, and become Erternally Holy and Happy 
in him. Nay, is not the Word rhat made us, and 
was mace Fleſh for us ( from whence Narure and 
Scciprure ariſes) ingrafred in ns on purpoſe ro enligh- 
ren and enliven us, dirc& and guide us, ſanftify and 
laye us? 
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And are not all Mankind, made by this Word, of 
ore Mind ? And is this nor ſo great a Truch, that ic 
needs no Proof ? For of this every Mans own Expe- 
rience, is a ſufficient Evidence ; for who in their Sens» 
ſes, in this and in all Ages, are not or were not ever 
delirous of all fulneſs of endleſs Happineſs, withonr 
the leaſt mixrure of any Uncalineſs ? And herein we 
are all unanimous, and nor a Diſſextrr among us, and 
does nor rhe Ideas of theſe our defires ſhew us thar 
God and nor this World 1s th: only Object, and our 
inward, not our outward Man, the only ſubject of 
this Happineſs ? And docs notthis reach and oblige us, 
$0 rurn with our inward Man, from all Sin, from e- 
very thing that's vile and vain, to God ( the chiefeſt 
good } atone ? And make his moſt Holy Will aad 
Word, our intire and conſtant Rule and Gaide, in 
Thonghr, Word and Deed; and is nor the one of 
theſe Negarive, ard the other Poſirive Holinels ? And 
is not this Holineſs, the only way to this Happineſs ? 
For ſprings ror Happineſs our of Holineſs, as natural- 
ly and as neceſlarily, as Melody our of Harmony ? 

Or what was the meaning of the Holy Ghoft, 
reproving the World of Sin, becauſe they believed nor 
on him, the Son of God and Man ? Bac rhat they 
might believe, and be ſaved from their Sins by him, 
or of Righteouſneſs, becauſe he wens to bis Father, and 
they ſaw him no more; Lbut that they might know he 
only was Righteous who did fo, that thro* him they 
might become Righreots roo, which no other way #& 
chey could be; or of Fudgment, becauſe the Prince of 
this World # Judged ; but to mind chem rthar if Judg- 
ment paſſed on him, there was no eſcaping for them ; 
and what was and is the rendancy of all this ? Bur ro 
fir and prepare us, to 2Ct herein as becomes us, zo Re- 
penr and Believe as God commands us, tro put off onr 
Old Man, and topur on him the Second Adam, as our 
New Man ; that our Sinful, ſelfiſh Senſual Man, may 
indeed be Crucified, Dead and Buryed with him ; 
and rhat rhe efſenrial Wills of our Souls ( the beſt and 
all that's lefr of our rrue ſelves, may be intirely, hum- 
biy, and hearrily reſigned and ſubjected ro him, in e- 
very thing ; that being Born again of him, we may 
nor Sin againſt him, bur Live in rhe Power of his Re- 
{urreftion, and ſo have our Converſation ever with 
bim, in Heaven ; and is not this the Sum of the whole 
Duty of Man ? Yea, and of his Int-reſt roo ; and does 
it nottake in the whole of Gods deſigns of his Good- 
will rowards him ; for will not this render him as 
Holy and Happy, as God made him ? And if this be 
the only way ro become fo, is ir not our Intcreft and 
Dury ro walk therein continually > Thar we periſh 
nor Ercrnally. 

And to encourage ns 'to this, are not the Angel 
Circumſtances, and Encc\'s Propheſies, and what befe 
the Old World, Sodom and Egypt, the 1/raclites, th 
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Cananites, and the Ninevites ; Manaſſeth, and Heze- 
chiah, the Publican and Prodigal Son, Judas and the 
Thief on the Croſs, and many other Inſtances of Di- 
vine Mercys and Severirys, all fer before ns in our 


- Bibles, for this very purpoſe ? And do they nor ſhew 
r us, how to diſtinguiſh berween our True and Falſe 
. ( Natural and Spiritual ) Sclves > And how large 
1 are they in diſcribing the worler of theſe *? When 
r they tell us that the Natural Man { be he otherwiſe 
r never ſo Wile and Cunning) neither does nor can 
f rightly diſcern, any thing rhat's Spiritual and Divine ; 
Y and that there is none Righteous, no mot one; there 
bs is none that underſtands, there is non? that ſeeks 
& after God, they are all gone cut of the way, thy are alto- 
d gether become unprofitable, the:e is none that goth goed, 
n no not one, their Throat is an open Sepu'icber, with their 
of Tongues they have uſed Deceit ; the Poiſon of Aſps 1s 
id under their Lips, whoſe Mouth is full of Curſing and 
I Bitterneſs ; their Feet are ſwift to ſhed Blo:d, DiſtruAi- 
"4 ! on and Miſery are in all their Ways, and the way of 
Peace they hav: not known, there is no fear of God before 
ſy , their Eyes. , Thes the whole World ſtands juſtly 
ji Charged upon Record, in his Word, of being Guilry 
ey before God : And may we not from thence jaſtly con- 
_ clude, thar the Natural Man, in things of tbe Higheſt 
a Concern, ovghr ro be in no Efteem ? And fo far 
he from being admired, that he is not to be heeded or re- 
\ey garded, bur every thing he Speaks, Writes or Prints to 
ay | be ſuſpected, and heard and read with great Caution 
of and Circumſpection, if we wonid not be deluded; 
dg- and does nor ths highly recommend the Holy 
a Scriptures ro us ? And gives our Bib/es rhe prehemi- 
mp4 nence of all Rooks, as procceding from a Divine 
Re Founrain, and written by Divine Inſpiration, and at- 
_ teſted with Miraculous Approbations from Heaven, 
_—_ containing therein the heights and Gepths of infinire 
_ Wiſdom and of things rs come, all ſurpaiiing theNatural 
any Mans Underſtanding,fo that all his Comments thereon 
nd ſignify nothir g to the Spirirval Man, who by Scripture 
Revelation ( wirhonr any ſuch Interpretation) 1s made 
_ perfect and wile to Salvation. 
oY Bur 1s there not quite another Character ( infinite- 
Re ly berrer ) given of the Spiritual Man in Scripture ? 
are For is he not there ſtiled, a New Creature, 4 partaker 
-hole of the Divine Nature ; as one coming from Heaven, 
= E: from the Second Adam, and fo exactly like him in 
_— very thing, that he is as Wile, Good, and Vertuous, 
_— x {$ the other is Fooliſh, Bad, and Vicious, Nay, does 
_ = 10t Nature as well as Scriptureteach us, ro diſtinguiſh 
_ n ur Twofold Selves ; bur if any doubr of ir, the Taſt 
ory of a Grape or any Fruit, before and after it's _ Ripe, 
periſh will convince him of ir. And does .not the Prophane 
and Hypocrite, ever cavfleſly Hate and Perlecute the 
ingel Vertuous and the Upright ? And that mcerly our of 
_ Spight, becauſe sbey are Born of the Spirit, and Claim a 
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Righr, thro' Grace, by it ( noe of ork or Merit ) to 
their loſt Angellick Birth-righr found again, and Pur- 
chaſed for them, and Promiſed to them, by the Second 
Adam, from whom they derive their Beirg, being 
Born again of him ; but the orher lay claim ro the 
ſame, by verrue of their Primo-geniture, being Born 
afcer the Fleſh, and ſo rhe Natural Of.(pring of rhe 
Firſt Adam, in bis Degeneration ; and 1s not Cain the 
Firſt-born, and rhe firſt Murtherer ( who for this ve- 
ry reaſon, ſlew his own Brother) a moſt Exact Fi- 
gure ? 

Bar now whar uſe Men have made of all theſe D:- 
coveries, Advices and Advantages, our Bibles, our 
Hiſtories, our Conſciences, our Senſes, ard Experien- 
ces do inform us ? And may we nor eafily and rightly 
gueſs, how things come to {uch a paſs > Thar the Na- 
traral Man influences all before him, and a!l ſabmir ro 
bim, and are guided by bim, as if it were their Intereſt 
and Duty ſo robe and do; for why may not he ro 
gain a point turn Sainr, as the Devil an Angel of 
Light? And what was it bur his ſeemingDeyorion, and 
his Humane Learning, that brought him into the E- 
ſteem he is in? And is not that the reaſon, why 
Preaching, and Praying, Reading, and Hearing, Bap- 
rifing, and Communicating, paſſes for Religion a* 
mong theſe ſort of Men ? For have they nor thereby 
a fine opporruniry of Advancing, Enlarging and Per- 
peruating their own Reputation, their Grandeur and 
Gain, in Nanaging, Ordering and Diſpenfing every 
thing relating t9 this kind, of Verbal, Formal and 
External Relig:on ; and do they not cunningly and 
defignedly (1:git and over look the Divine Definition, 
the Apoſtle gives of Religion, when he makes ir to 
conlift in Purity and Charity only, devoid of all Formal- 
ity and Hypocriſy ? 

If rhere has been, within the Memory of Man, a 
mean illiterare Tradeſman, who has Written largly 
and deeply of Divinity and Philoſophy, by Divine 
Laſpiration ; and if ſuch a one ( after (o long a time ) 
be little known, and what he bas Written in lirtle e- 
ſteem ; is ir not an ill Sign, that Antichriſtianiſme, is 
yer roo much every where prevailing, not with- 
{tanding our {o long pretended Dame therefrom ? 
When with ſo much ſeeming Devotion, we left the 
Idols of Wood and Stone, and favoured rhole of our 
Ambitious, Avaririous, and Luxurious Defires within, 
which Defiles 2 Man, keeps up the Schiſm, and him 
in the Facticn, as much as the other does or can. 
And is not this the reaſon why the Reformation bas 
made to low a Progreflion for fo long a time, and does 
rot this rreſs hard upon us, to Entertais a thorow 
Scripew s R:formation? 

Again, 1s not this Revelation a good Sign, of ſuch 
a Divine Revolvtion near approaching ? W herein we 
ſtall ceale from Man, and from leaning ro our own 


Underſtandings,, 


in their ſtead and room > How he could be made of 
God, Aiſdom, Rightroulrc/s, Sar ft: fication and Redemp- 
tion, ro every Man who receives bim, loves and obey: 
him 2 How he could overcume the World as he did ? 
Be in it, and not of it, bur infinitely above ir, ro do 
wharever he pleaſeth in ir, and wirh ir, and ar laſt ro 
L:iflolve and Charge ir. Again, who bur he could 
ave undergone the weight of Sin? And born up, 
and overcome Death, Hell and Wrzth ? And deliver 
Men therefrum ; who bur he covic ( by his Word ) 
raiſe rhe Dead, and judge and ſeperate the Good and 
Bad ; did ever Man Live, At, and Speak like him ? 
Could Sin have been removed, and Tranſgreflion fi- 
niſh'd, the Devil vanquiſhed, Hell and this V Vortld 
ſubdued, and our Nature reftored and perfected, had 
not our Lord Lived, Suffered and Dyed, Revived and 
Aſcended as he did : And was ror his Living, Suffter- 
irg, Dying, Rifing and Aſcending into Heaven, fo 
far from giving any juſt occaſion cf Offence ro either 
Few, Turk or Heathen, thar nothing ( conlidering rhe 
Nature of Sin ) can more effectually cunvince ther, 
of his being the Meſſiah, the Son of God and Man, 
the Promiſed Seed of the Woman, rhe Saviour of the 
World, the Second Adam our Lord from Heaven. 

Thus every thing was done, that can be done for 
Mer, wirhourtchem, ro Sandtify and Save them by the 
Second Adam, in his own Perfon ; and is nor every 
thing doing, thar can be doing wichin them, ro make 
the ſame effetual ro them, that Chriſt may be formed 
in them, and they transformed by him into rhe Image, 
Lite and Glory thar God gave them, and deſigned 
rhem when he made them ? Whar elſe is the meaning of 
the Grace of God thats within, mmA comes upon every Man, 
bur to do all this for him? Does nor every thing within 
and withour Men, ſhew them rheir dire way ro Hea- 
ven, and wha: they are to du and forbear ro ger thi- 
ther? Whar is more neceſſary for the Body, then Eat- 
ing and Drinking, Sleeping and Breathing, Digeſting 
and Evacuating ? And what's more -aſy ro every In- 
fant Capaciry? And are nor things alſo neceſſary for the 
Soul as eaſy > Whar elſe would become of all Fools 
end Mad-men, Children and Heathen ? For are nor 
they, as well as orbers his Off-ſpring, whom he loves, 
znd world have and {ave ? And are they nor in their 
1nmoſt Faculties, ever ender the gracious inflaences of 
his Loving Kindneſs, Jadgment and Rigbreouſneſs ; 
wherewirh he ever Exerciſes all the World, ro reduce 
all Men ( ar leaſt ) ro rheir Senſe of Feeling, thar 
they might feel after him, ro ſeek and find him, and ſo 
will into bim, and become Erernaily Holy and Happy 
in him. Way, is not the Word rhat made us, and 
was mace Fleſh for us ( from whence Narure and 
Scciprure ariſes) ingrafred in ns on purpoſe to enligh- 
ren and enliven us, dirc& and guide us, ſanftify and 
laye us? 
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And are not all Mankind, made by this Word, of 
ore Mind ? And is this nor (o great a Truch, that ic 
needs no Proof ? For of this every Mans own Exrpe- 
rience, 15s a ſufficient Evidence ; for who in their Sens» 
ſes, in this and in all Ages, are not or were not ever 
delirous of all felneſs of endleſs Happineſs, withour 
the leaſt mixrure of any Unealineſs ? And herein we 
are all unanimous, and not a Dsſſextetr among us, and 
does nor the Ideas of theſe our defires ſhew us that 
God and nor this World 1s th: only Object, and our 
inward, not our outward Man, the only ſubject of 
this Happineſs ? And docs notthis reach and oblige us, 
$0 turn with our inward Man, from all Sin, from e- 
very thing that's vile and vain, to God ( the chiefeſt 
good } atone ? And make bis moſt Holy Will aad 
Word, our intire and conſtant Rule and Gaide, in 
Thoughr, Word and Deed; and is not the one of 
theſe Negarive, ard the other Pofirive Halinels ? And 
is not this Holineſs, the only way to this Happineſs ? 
For ſprings nor Happineſs our of Holineſs, as natural- 
ly and as neceſſarily, as Melody our of Harmony ? 

Or whar was the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt, 
reproving the World of Sin, becauſe they believed not 
on him, the Son of God and Man ? Bac rhat they 
might believe, and be ſaved from their Sins by him, 
or of Righteouſneſs, becauſe he wens to bis Father, and 
they ſaw him no more; but that they mighc know he 
only was Righteous who did fo, that thro* him they 
might become Righreots roo, which no other way 
they could be; or of Fudgment, becauſe the Prince of 
this World # Judged ; but to mind chem rhar if Judg- 
ment paſſed on him, there was no eſcaping for them ; 
and what was and is the rendancy of all this ? Bur ro 
fir and prepare us, to ect herein as becomes us, xo Re- 
penrt and Believe as God commands us, ro put off our 
Old Man, and topurt on him the Second Adam, as our 
New Man ; that our Sinful, ſelfiſh Senſual Man, may 
indeed be Crucified, Dead and Buryed with him ; 
and that the efſential Wills of our Souls ( the beſt and 
all that's lefr of our rrue ſelves, may be intirely, hum- 
biy, and heartily reſigned and ſubjected ro him, in e- 
v=ry thing ; that being Born again of bim, we may 
nor Sin againſt him, bur Live in rhe Power of his Re- 
{urretion, and ſo have our Converſation ever with 
him, in Heaven ; and is not this the Sum of the whole 
Duty of Man ? Yea, and of his Intzrefſt roo ; and does 
it not take in the whole of Gods deſigns of his Good- 
will rowards him ; for will nor this render him as 4 
Holy and Happy, as God made him ? And if this be ji, 


the only way to become fo, is ir not our Intereſt and)... 
Dury ro walk therein continually > Thar we periſh 34 


nor Ercrnally. 

And ro encourage vs to this, are not the Angel 
Circumſtances, and Encc\'s Propheſies, and whar befe 
the Old World, Sodom and Egyp', the 1/raciites, th 
Cananito 


( 


Cananites, and the Ninevites ; Manaſſeth, and Heze- 
chiah, the Publican and Prodigal Son, Judas and the 
Thief on the Croſs, and many other Inſtances of Di- 
vine Mercys and Severirys, all fer before ns in our 
Bibles, for this very purpoſe ? And do they nor ſhew 
us, how to diſtinguiſh berween our True and Falſe 
( Natural and Spiritual ) Sclves > And how large 
are they in diſcribing the worſer of theſe ? When 
they tell us that the Natural Man ( be - he otherwiſe 
never ſo Wiſe and Cunning) neither does nor can 
rightly diſcern, any thing that's Spiritual and Divine ; 
and that there is none Righteous, no mot one; there 
is none that underſtands, there is non? that ſeeks 
after God, they are all gone cut of the way, thty are alto- 
getber become unprofitable, the: c is none that goth goed, 
no not one, their Throat is an open Sepuicher, with their 
Tongues they have uſed Deceit ; the Poiſon of Aſps is 
under their Lips, whoſe Mouth is full of Curſing and 
Bitterneſs ; their Feet are ſwift to ſhed Blo:d, DiſtruRti- 
on and Miſtry are in all their Ways, and the way of 
Peace they hav: not known, there is no fear of God before 
their Eyes. Thvs the whole World ſtands jultly 
Charged upon Record, in his Ward, of being Guilry 
before God : And may we not from thence jaltly con- 
clude, thar the Natural Man, in things of tbe Highe|t 
Concern, ovghr ro be in no Efteem ? And o far 
from being admired, that he is not ro be heeded or re- 
garded, bur every thing he Speaks, Writes or Prints to 
be ſuſpected, and heard and read with great Cauricn 
and Circumſpection, if we wonid not be deluded; 
and does nor th.ss highly recommend the Holy 
Scriptures ro us ? And gives our Bibies rhe prehemi- 
nence of all Rooks, as procceding from a Divine 
Fountain, and written by Divine Inſpiration, and ar- 
teſted with Miraculous Approbations from Heaven, 
containing therein the heights and depths of infinite 
Wiſdom and of things to come, all ſarpailing theNatural 
Mans Underitanding,fo that all bis Commenrs thereon 
ſignify nothirg to the Spiritual Mang who by Scripture 
| _ Revelation ( wirhonr any ſuch Interpretation) is made 
perfect and wile to Salvation. 
Bur 1s there not quite another Character ( infinite- 
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J ly berter ) given of the Spiritual Man in Scripture ? 
h For is he nor there ſtiled, 4 New Creature, 4 partaker 

of the Divine Nature ; as one coming from Heaven, 
e , 


© from the Second Adam, and ſo exactly like him in 
u;tvery thing, that he is as Wife, Good, and Vertuous, 
= $5 rhe other is Fooliſh, Bad, and Vicious, Nay, does 


, 1d 10t Nature as well as Scriptureteach us, to diſtinguiſh 
fy ur Twofold Selves ; bur if any donbr of it, the Taſt 
x 1 of a Grape or any Fruit, before and after its Ripe, 

bs will convince him of ir. And does not the Prophane 


and Hypocrite, ever cavfleſly Hate and Perlecute the 
Vertuovs and the Upright ? And that mcerly our of 
Spight, becauſe hey are Born of the Spirit, and Claim a 
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Righr, thro' Grace, by it ( no# of Hork or Merit) to 
their loſt Angellick Birth-righr found again, and Pur- 
chaſed for them, and Promiſed ro them, by the Second 
Adam, from whom they derive their Beirg, being 
Born again of him ; bur rhe orher lay claim ro the 
ſame, by vertue of their Primo-geniture, being Born 
afcer the Fleſh, and ſo rhe Natural Off-ſpring cf rhe 
Firſt Adam, in bis Degeneration ; ard 1s not Cain the 
Firſt-born, and rhe firſt Murtherer ( who for this ve- 
ry reaſon, ſlew his own Brother) a moſt Exact Fi- 
gure ? 

Bar now whar uſe Men have made of all theſe D:- 
coveries, Advices and Advantages, our Bibles, our 
Hiſtories, our Conſciences, our Senſes, and Experien- 
ces do inform us ? And may we nor eafily and rightly 
gueſs, how things come to {uch a paſs? Thar rhe Na- 
rural Man influences all before him, and all ſabmir ro 
him, and are guided by bim, as if it were their Intereſt 
and Dury foto be and do; for why may not he to 
gain a point turn Sainr, as the Devil an Angel of 
Light? And what was it bur bis ſeemingDeyorion, and 
his Humane Learning, that brought him into the E- 
ſteem he is in? And is not that the reaſon, why 
Preaching, and Praying, Reading, and Hearing, Bap- 
riing, and Communicating, paſles for Religion a- 
mong theſe ſort of Men ? For have they not thereby 
a fine opporruniry of Advancing, Enlarging and Pcr- 
peruating their own Reputation, their Grandeur and 
Gain, in Managing, Ordering and Diſpenſing every 
thing relating rt9 this kind, of Verbal, Formal and 
External Relig:on ; and do they not cunningly and 
defignedly 1:ght and over look the Divine Definition, 
the Apoſtle gives of Religion, when he makes ir to 
conhift in Purity and Charity only, devoid of all Formal- 
ity and Hypocriſy * 

If rhere has been, within the Memory of Man, a 
mean illiterare Tradeſman, who has Written largly 
and deeply of Divinity and Philoſophy, by Divine 
Laſpiration ; and it ſuch a one ( after {@ long a time ) 
be little known, and what he bas Written in little e- 
ſteem ; is it not an ill Sign, that Antichriſtianiſme, is 
yer too much every where prevailing, not with- 
{tanding our {o long pretended ——_ therefrom ? 
When with ſo much ſeeming Devotion, we left the 
Idols of Wood and Srone, and favoured rthole of our 
Ambitious, Avaririous, and Luxurious Defires within, 
which Defiles a Man, keeps up the Schiſm, and him 
in the Faction, as much as the other does or can. 
And is nor this the reaſon why the Reformation has 
made io low a Progrefſion for (0 long a time, and does 
rot this rreſs hard upon us, to Entertais a thorow 
Scriptw es R:f0or mation? 

Again, 1s not this Revelation a good Sign, of ſuch 
a Divine Revolution near approaching ? W herein we 
ſail ceale from Man, and from leaning to our own 
Underſtandings,, 


Unieriftandings, and Truſt in 2nd Exalt God alone ; 
«ni! when this ts units erlally done, will nor all Anti- 
ci rij{taniſme foon dwindle 1r:0 nothing ? And the 
R:ngdows of this World: thereupon ſoon become the 
Kingdoms of our Lord, and cf tis Chrift ; when all 
Debauchery, Hypocriſy and Cruelty ſtall ceaſe, or 
give place ro Picty, Truth and Charity. When all 
things ſhall rerurn ro what they were in the Primitive 
time, when the Apoſtles led Angelick Lives, wrought 
Miracles, {rake all Languages, heal'd all Diſeaſes, and 
lyume with the very ſhadows of their B2dies, had all 
things in common, and none ſaid any thing that he 
had was his own. And thus Lived and Dyed our 
ever Good and Blefled Lord, and this Adam and bis 
Off-!pring had Lived, had ctb-y nor 5inn'd ; and thus 
Live now all the Argels of Gcd in Heaven, having 
nothing of their own, bur all in common 3 and who 
ever i theſe Days Lives thus, Lives he nor like a 
Chriſtian of the firſt Edition ? 

If Schiſme flow from Sin, and Faction from Schiſme, 
as the Stream from the Fountain, muſt nor all Sinn-rs 
be Schiſmarical Factions Creatures ? Burt are we nor 
all Sinners? 'Tis rrue Naturally all are fo, for we ate 
all Born in Sin, as coming from him, who involved 
himſelf and all bis Of-ipring therzin. Bur Spiritual- 
ly 'tis otherwiſe with many, for the New Creature ( if 
we believe the Scripture ) is no Sinner, for be s Born 
again, and cannot Sin for the reaſon there given : 
And 1snot this the Spiritual Man, that ſo muck no- 
tice therein is rook on, asa juſt Man who gives t0 
every one their own, and for that reaſon, has nothing 
lefr him ro Live on, bur Fairh alone, that's given him 
from Heaven. Again, if Schiſm be a ſeperating our 
ſelves from the Communion of the Holy Catholich 
Church of the Firſt-born, and from God and his Angels 
in Heaven ; and if Faction be a Combination of De- 
vils and Deviliſh Men, uniting and reſolving re do 
all they can, ro run down the ſame, and ro annoy 
and deſtroy all thar adhere thereunto; can any thing 
be more vile and odious, dangerous and miſcherivous 
ro the Factious ( conſidering the Circumſtances they 
were in ) than this Schiſn and Faction ? 

Did nor ſuch a Power arrend on our Lord when he 
came into the World as drew all Men to him, and e- 
nabled them to preſs thro' him, with violence into 
Heaven ; and did they nor rhereupon (tho' illicerate 
and mean in the Worlds Efteem ) ſoon became a 
Royal Prieſthood, a Wiſe and Holy Nation? A kind of 
Firſt-fruirs of rhe Harveſt ro come, and may we nor 
ſee thereby, what a Harveſt rhat will be, when ir 
comes, as ſhortly it will do ? Are nor the things in 
our Bibles, incerred therein for Example to all Perſons 
and Churches in all Ages, and are we not to try all 
Principles and Practices thereby ? 

Came not Antichriſt in ſoon after the Apoſtles and 
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their Diſciples wete Dead and gone? And when he 
came, turn'd ke nor all Religion into form? And all 


Chriftendom upſide down ?2\ And is not this the Man No 
of Sin * And will he not ſoon become the Son of Per- hem 
dition ? And if this þe his Doom and that his Diſpo» Kkhem( 
firion ? What realon can be given, why ſo many Pro- anit 
teſt ant Clergy-men ſeem (o inclinable ro him, as in fa- fcomn 
vour of him to be fo fond of, ſo kind ro, . and fo Forth 
farmiliar with the worſt fort of Men ? The moſt Jbe thi 
vicious and prophane, who daily dares (as well as *JDiab 
daily prays ) God to Damn 'em, our-doing therein the love, 
Devils themſelves, who nor wirhour great Cauſe, [thoſe 
Believes and Trembles, at zvery (enfible apprehenſion of [Lives 
the near approaching Wrath ro come ; bur if they de- firs th 
ſign nor rhis, deſign they not ſomething elſe, much hre n« 
worſe ? To run down or ruin a fort of Sober and }-erifh 
Serious Men of the Proteſtant Religion, out of meer wW 
Spleen, for diſownirg them and their FaCtion. ligior 
. Bur if rhis their moſt Unchriſtian Combination, penſa 
that debauches ſuch Mulcitudes of Clergy and Lay-men, [Turn 
be nor ſoon broken, it will break them; as the like 1 Athie 
has done others before them, whereof our Bibles gives [know 
us manifld Inſtances, bur none ſo pat to this purpoſe Fare C 
as that of the Pragmatical Faftious and Schilmarical JIform 
Levites and Reubenites, lo exactly reſembling, if not I who 
prefiguring a fort of Clergy and Lay-men, at Rome, elie- by t& 
where, and at home, as daring and aſpiring as them, Fall $ 
whom the Lord fo ſeverely caught what ir was ro Brures 
combine rogerher ( under any prerence wharſoever ) [| God 
ro Sin and Rebel againſt him, rheir ſupream and only them 
Sovereign, from whom rhey derived their Being, JF nal | 
and ro whom they owe ( for that reaſon ) all Obe- {| how 
dience and Subjection. ever 
And now Sir, if your Ingenuiry be from Heaven, Þ| done 
from the Divine Anointing ; and not only from Arts | had 
and Parts, and Humane Learning, 'rwill ſoon ſhew Þ| Uni: 
you, whar God in this Caſe requires of you, and Ffuſini 
expects from you, and if you be truly ſincere &Difſe 
and hearty, ewill expeditiouſly ingage you to [Rulc 
at accordingly, in the Spirir of Meekneſs as be- [[rance 
comes you. Burif you, and thoſe whoſe Office ir is, (be fc 
ro help in ſuch a Caſe as this, ſhculd utrerly fail us, Jand | 
ſo that nothing this way be {con done, *wwill ptobably |, By 
be done ſhortly in anorher, infinirely more ſevere, 'Hell 
by bim who is a Fealcus Ged, and a Conſuming Fire ; enſ, 
who will not be Mocked, but wil! cauſ* every Man to Reap {| aith 
what he Sowes ; as he daily and hourly does, as all frhe \ 
ſenfibly feels and knows, who Tranſgreſs his Holy { bur | 
Laws, ſave only thoſe, who by their reirerared Ir der | 
pierys have ſear'd their own Conſciences, and loſt this. 
the crowd of rheir Luſt, rheir belt, inmoſt, and hig the 1 
eſt revived and renewed Senſes and Faculties, rho\WY whe 
fairhful Monicers of our Durys, conſtant ReproversY Effet 
of our Vices, and moſt aſefal Diſcoverers of our | cer, 


Loſſes, our loſt Lives, and Images, Graces, and | 
Place. 


Places in Paradice, what and where both it and rhey 


he few are, and how and which way, they may again 
all Þbe bad and reinjoyed. 

lan Now if they only be Wiſe, that are Wiſe for 
er- Hhemſelves, are they not Fools who thus Deſtroy 
po- fthemſelyes, their Souls and rheir Senſes, by their 
r0- anity, Luſts and Vices? And yer is not this the 
fa- {common Practice of all Sinners ? -And are they nor 
ſo For this accounted Fools in the Scripture ? For if this 
oft Jbe the only tim e for our growing into an Angelical or 
as JDiabolical Form, according tro what we here rake in, 
the Flove, hike and ſer our Hearts upon 3 muſt nor all 
iſe, thoſe beonly Wiſe, who daily grow by their virtuous 
1 of {Lives into their own firſt and loftAngelickImages,which 
de- ffirs them for, and admits them into Paradice ? And 
ich hre not all thoſe Fools who neglect this and Erernally 
nd *eriſh ? 

cer Why are the Vicious ſo Ambitious of ſeeming Re- 


ligious, do they think their Formalities will com- 
On, Jpenſare for their Extravagancies? Or is ir to ſerve a 
en, ({[Turn, and pleaſe a Faction > Why doth the Practical 


tke JF Athieſt ſo boaſt of being a Conformiſt > When he 
ves [knows 'ris all falſe, meer ſhew and flouriſh ; for who 
ole Fare Conformiſts, bur thoſe who in their Lives Con- 
cal Fform ro Gods Laws? Or who Seperati/ts, bur they 
not {who ſeperate themſelves from the Ho'y Catholick Church 
le- Fby their vicious Lives ? Are nor. all true Believers, in 
Mm, Fall Spiritual Matters, ever guided by the Holy Scrip- 
to Frures, and where they are wanting, by the Light of 
r) FI Gods moſt Holy Word, ingrafred ( and ſhining ) in 
nly them ; and act they nor therein, like Wiſe and Ratic- 
ng, nal Men ? For if God be True, and every Man a Lyar, 
be- {| how can they do wiſer, than ro be guided by him in 


every thing, and by them in nothing ? And had Men 
done thus all along from the B:ginning, how happy 
had the World been ? How full of Love, Peace and 
Union, and huw free from War, Miſchief and Con- 
fuſion ? Again, who but Sinners are Diſenters ; for 
Diſſent they not in all their Ways from the Holy 
Rules of the Holy Scriprures * And withour Reper- 
tance ſhall they nor as ſuch, ar our Lerds Appearance, 
be for ever {cperared from his Preſence ? From Heaven 
and Happinels, into Hell ard Wrerchedrels. 

Bur if we ſcruple the Exiſtence of Heaven or 
Hell, will not Nature in all its Imprefſes on all cur 
*enſes rhorowly Convince us, thar all rhe Scriprure 
faich of both, is the very Truth ? For what makes 
the World look like Heaven but the Sun ? And what 
J bur ir« perperual withdrawmenr rhcrefrom, can ren- 
der it as Terrible as Heil * Or can any thing of 
this. Nature be more clear that Heaven and Hel! ( in 
the minuteſt Circumſtances of either) are here every 
where repreſented in Figure, by all the Fruits 2rd 
Ef<&s, Reſults and Products of Summer and Wir- 
ter, of Good and Bad Weather ? Comes nor all the 
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Good of this World from Heaven, and all its Evil 
from Hell, and Hell from rhe Devil, and the Devil 
and his Angels from Sin ? For had they kept rhem- 
lelves from Sin, they had kept in Heaven, and kepr 
Hell from ever being felt or known ; and how Ter- 
rible fo ever Sin is to them, 'tis nor ſo ro Men in their 
Mixrt Being, ir receiving ſuch Allays therefrom, thar 
its Terribleneſs cannor reach us here, after that dread- 
ful manner it can and will do hereafrer, when Dearth 
{trips us of this Mixture, and turns us into Devils, in- 
ro never dying Fierce and Fiery Worms, and fo renders 
our Natures ( according to the predominancy of our 
defires) exactly like rheirs. And if we believe all 
this, as we cannot chuſe, if we believe our Senfes, 
that are given us to direct, ſecure and fave us ; and 
Live as we believe, ſhall we nor lead a Divine Life in 
Heaven, whilſt on Earth ? As every Man doth who 
Lives by Faith, if Faith be the Subſtance of things 
hoped for, and thoſe things be Heaven, and the things 
thereof and therein ; and if Faith bring us thro the 
New Birth into a Divine Life, if ir Juſtifys, Sanctifys 
and Saves us, if ic overcome the World for us, and 
Subſtanriares Heaven ro us, which otherwiſe would 
hardly be diſcerned by us, tho' within us ; how oughr 
we to value, prize and improve ir, be rhankful for ir, 
and Live by it > That we may be Erternally Holy and 
Happy tbro' ir. 

If our Bibles tell us rhat the Laſt Days ſhall be Per- 
rilous, becauſe Men ſhall be Lovers of their own ſelves, 
Coverow, Boaſters, Proui, Blaſphemers, Diſobedient to 
Parents, Unthankful, Tnholy, without Natural Afﬀetion, 
Truce Breakzr:, falle Accuſers, Incontinent, feiree Heady 
and High-minded, Lovers of Pleaſures more then Lovers 
of God. Having a Form of Godlineſs, but denying the 
Power thereof. And it they charge ail this on falſe 
Teachers and their numerous Followers, whoſe Suc- 
ceffors by degrecs, rhro* ſeveral ſucceeding Ages, have 
comribured much ro bring things co this diſmal paſs ; 
and if they alſo ſkew us nor only the dreadful Con- 
{ſequences of this horrible Wickedneſs, that thus flows 
in vpon us { and abounds among us) from thoſe $pi- 
ritunrl Wie kednefjes TT High Places, that has fill'd us with 
a'l manner of Filthineſs aad ſupertluiry of Naughri- 
nels, bur what the Righreous ſhould do in ſuch rimes, 
and in ſuch caſes as h:\-, bur eſpecially thoſe whom 
our Lord chuſes, qualifies and imploys mw his Service, 
as his Miniſters ard Ambaſſadours How Zealoug 
( hike Moſes, P.ineas and Elias ) they ſhould demean 
rhemtelves ; by their good and virtuous Examples, 
their fervent and frequent Prayers, and by all other 
their prucent and pious Endeavours, ro do all they 
can to Convince, Convert and Reform every Man : 
Ard to Bop the awverflowirg Stream cf Sin, that Abe- 
mination of D-(c!ation, ani ro divert thoſe juſt Judg- 
ments from falling vpn us tur theſe Cauſes, that fo 
lovg 
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fong has hung overs, rhrearning ro deſtroy us, and if nor enquire after me, nor no way reply to m6; for Þ 
thar 1 


thele be our Daries * What ſays our Conſciences, rhe 
haye no greater Influences over us, but have been 
(amefully neglected by us ; and does ir nor therefore 
infinjtley behooye us (as we value Gods Glory,our own 
Safety, and others Proſperity) ro be more Zealous and 
Conſcientious herein for tbe furure. And if rhis Lezter 
ſhall be of any uſe for this purpoſe, ro advance and 
further any thing of this nacure, twill fully Anſwer the 
heacty deſire of irs Aurhor, who defires nothing more, 
bur that every Man, every Humane Creature, ſhould 
ever endeavour tro the utmoſt of rheir Power (after rhe 
way and manner, they are directed by che Holy Scripe 
tare) ro rectify every Error, and reform every Miſde, 
meanour, that God their Saviour might delighr in 
them, and rhey in him for ever, according tothe gra» 
cious deſign of his own good Will rowards them, and 
of all the great and good things he has done for them, 
and beſtowed on them, 

And now Sir you'l oblige me, if you'l excnſe rhe 
t0uble I haye given you, and rake no notice of me, 


.love Peace and Privacy to that degree, 

bur a real or ſeeming neceflity, could have induced me 
( conſidering my own ſuperlative Deficiency, and 
others unaccountable Tenuciry ) ro appear thus Pub- 
_ | am in grear Sinceriry ( tho? @ Srrawger 29 
you 


Sir, 


To Serve you, 


